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Amazing Grace – The True Story of the Song  (BBC Religion & Ethics in Association with Jerusalem Productions for BBC ONE, 3/4/07)

Producer/director Jonathan Mayo; executive producer Jean-Claude Bragard

Rick Wakeman traces the history of the song in a journey that takes him around Britain and across the Atlantic.  The words were written by John Newton, a former slave ship captain who became a respected Christian minister.

The Boys from Baghdad High  (Renegade Pictures/BBC Current Affairs for BBC TWO, 8/1/08)

Producer/directors Ivan O’Mahoney and Laura Winter; executive producers Karen O’Connor and Alan Hayling
This is the story of four Iraqi boys – friends and class-mates.  One is Kurdish, one Christian, one Shia and one from a mixed Sunni/Shia background.  They made this film themselves during the 2006/2007 academic year in a city torn apart by sectarian violence.  Can their friendship survive?

Clash of Worlds: Part 2 – ‘Sudan’  (Blakeway Productions/CTVC for BBC TWO, 4/11/07)

Producer/director Adrian Pennink; executive producers Denys Blakeway, Jacquie Hughes
This 3-part series traces the relationship of the British Empire with Islam through 3 key events: the Indian Mutiny of 1857; the Mahdi uprising in Sudan in the 1880s and the creation of the state of Israel in Palestine.  The purpose of the series is to show how present day conflict in the Middle East and Al Qaeda’s attacks against the west are informed by an historic sense of injustice.

Dispatches – ‘Britain under Attack’  (Ten Alps/Blakeway for Channel 4, 6/8/07)

Reporter/producer Phil Rees; executive producer Fiona Stourton
For 20 years Phil Rees has reported on jihadist violence from around the world.  This film asks the uncomfortable question: “Why has Britain become a primary target of Islamist militants?”

Extreme Pilgrim: Part 1 - China  (BBC Religion & Ethics for BBC TWO, 4/1/08)

Presenter Peter Owen Jones; produced, directed and filmed by Graham Johnston; executive producer Jean-Claude Bragard

Peter Owen Jones has been a vicar in the Church of England for 14 years.  He has three parishes in the Sussex Downs and is happy with his rural ministry  but he feels that spirituality is almost absent.  In a series of 3 tough physical journeys to the extremes of world religions he seeks spiritual enlightenment.  He begins with the Chan Buddhist monks in the mountains of China.

Little Town of Bethlehem  (CTVC for ITV 1, 24/12/07) 

Director/producer Peter Minns; executive producers: Nick Stuart and Ray Bruce

Since 1948 the Christian population of Bethlehem has shrunk from 80 per cent to 12 per cent.  Against a backdrop that it will become a Christian ghost town in 20 years, the programme seeks out the characters of the traditional Nativity story and spends time with their modern day counterparts.

Moira Stuart in Search of Wilberforce  (BBC Religion & Ethics for BBC TWO, 16/3/07)
Producer/director Gillian Bancroft; executive producers: Jean-Claude Bragard and Pam Fraser Solomon

In this personal journey across three continents Moira Stuart follows the crusade of the man who made a significant contribution to the abolition of Britain’s trade in human cargo.

Once Upon a Time in Iran  (Maya Vision International for Channel 4, 22/2/07) 

Director Kevin Sim; producer Rebecca Dobbs

In the summer of 2006 a pilgrim bus left Tehran in Iran on the dangerous journey to Karbala in war torn Iraq and to Shi’a Islam’s holiest shrine.  For it was here 1400 years ago that Prophet Mohammad’s grandson and his family were massacred. This ancient slaughter became the well-spring of Shi’a Islam and is firmly at the heart of Iranian identity.

Songs of Praise – The Abolition of the Slave Trade (BBC Religion & Ethics for BBC ONE, 25/3/07)

Producer Gary Boon

Diane Louise Jordan commemorates the day, 200 years ago, when Parliament passed an act to abolish the slave trade.  With Sir Willard White and the Adventist Vocal Ensemble.

Songs of Praise – Orkney  (Tern Television for BBC ONE, 13/1/08)
Presenter Sally Magnusson; director David Kremer; producer David Strachan

The history and culture of these islands are celebrated in this special edition which took three years to plan.  It was recorded in the two largest islands and the music was performed in St Magnus Cathedral.

The Retreat (Programme 3)  (Tiger Aspect for BBC TWO, 12/3/07)

Series producer Gabe Soloman; directors Kevin Jarvis and Tina Tay; executive producers Charles Brand and John Blake (Tiger Aspect), Jacquie Hughes (BBC)
Six British people lived together for one month to learn about the belief and practices of classical, spiritual Islam.  The experience became a life changing one for all those taking part as is evident from this, the last programme in the series.

Who Do You Say I Am?  (BBC Wales/BBC Religion & Ethics for BBC ONE, 6/4/07)
Producer/director Iwan Russell-Jones; presenter Michael Symmons Roberts

Award winning poet Michael Symmons Roberts retells the story of the betrayal and crucifixion.  At the heart of those events was the question posed by Jesus himself: ”Who do you say I am?”  Michael talks to a number of artists, writers and musicians and asks how they would answer.
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